
The PerryScope (for the four weeks ending 4/26/20)  
 
Welcome to the Pennsylvania Member of Congress Tracking Report for the four weeks ending April 26, 2020. After 
being in recess for the past few weeks, Congress came back to Washington – briefly – to pass two pieces of legislation 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Click here for this week’s full MoC report. The at-a-glance vote trackers for the 
House and Senate include links that bring you to short explainers for all votes tracked. It is updated each week with 
the bills covered in MoCTrack and it is sortable by topic. 
 
NOTE: The PerryScope will be back when the next set of legislation is passed or when Congress comes back into 
session. The latest news on that topic is that our lawmakers are planning to return to Washington for the week 
starting May 4.  

 
TRACKING CONGRESS in the AGE of TRUMP 
Nate Silver’s FiveThirtyEight keeps a running tally of how often every member of the House and Senate votes with or 
against the president. The higher the number, the more the legislator votes to support the Trump agenda.  
 

Member of Congress Career  
116th 
Congress   

Change from last 
report (career) 

Change from last report 
(116th Congress) 

Senator Bob Casey (D) 29.8% 24.3% NO CHANGE NO CHANGE 

Senator Pat Toomey (R) 87.9% 85.7% NO CHANGE NO CHANGE 

Rep. Scott Perry (R) 89.7% 95.7% NO CHANGE NO CHANGE 

 
HOW PERRY VOTED in the HOUSE LAST WEEK  
 

Link to  
Bill Details Explainer Topic 

Perry 
Vote Date 

Vote 
Count 

 
Result 

H. Res. 938 
This resolution to creates a Select Subcommittee on 
the Coronavirus Crisis 

Pandemic 
Response NO 04-23-20 212-182 

 
PASS 

H.R. 266 
Infuses cash into Paycheck Protection Program, 
hospital rescue and testing funds 

Pandemic 
Response YES 04-23-20 388-5 

 
PASS 

 
PA-10 UPDATES 
 
Perry op-ed prefaces battle over PPP funding 
 
We must “come together to reject the temptations of frustration, fear and partisanship,” Rep. Perry exhorted in an 
April 21 Op-Ed. Nevertheless, he could not resist taking swings at Sen. Chuck Schumer and House Leader Nancy Pelosi 
for their opposition to the original $250 billion Republican package that failed to include desperately needed 
additional money for state and local governments as well as a 15 percent increase to SNAP funding.  
 
In the days that followed Perry’s original letter that focused on the Senate version of the bill, the House moved on to 
pass a $480 billion bill that, in addition to providing an additional $310 billion to the Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP), also included $60 billion in grants for small businesses and $75 billion for hospitals plus $25 billion for 
coronavirus testing. The final version of the bill also includes provisions for smaller banks, which were less likely to be 
able to access the first round of funding. Although Democrats were unable to secure money for state and local 
governments or an increase to the SNAP support, they will seek it again in the next funding bill.   
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IphenEILuIu90hANC6lDHawbLnFQJaxeTmpObTLAlkI/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1cbEdzwftmVkog81sVHi2YLQx6cijK_FUM5iEfkqGmQo/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sF82rMLOaZo1iPPrpI3Rq1oeetuWyH-GYFPk747u910/edit#gid=817518878
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/congress-trump-score/
https://bit.ly/3aH8Fj6
https://bit.ly/2VZutBd
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2020/04/cooperation-will-defeat-covid-19-rep-scott-perry.html
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2020/04/cooperation-will-defeat-covid-19-rep-scott-perry.html
https://www.vox.com/2020/4/23/21232539/paycheck-protection-program-congress-stimulus
https://www.vox.com/2020/4/23/21232539/paycheck-protection-program-congress-stimulus


Ultimately, as Rep. Perry Tweeted on April 23, he was one of the 388 House members to vote in support of H.R. 266. 
The bill became law on April 23, following the president’s signature.  

 
Perry calls for “swift and safe” reopening in letter to Trump  
 
Despite warnings from medical experts, including the head of the National Institute of Health’s Infectious 
Disease lab, Dr. Anthony Fauci, that doing so might “backfire,” Rep. Perry and by 11 of his Freedom Caucus 
cronies urged the president to reopen the American economy. The April 17 letter notes the economic 
“devastation” caused by the shutdown and says that “reopening the economy is the answer.”  
 
Perry fundraiser shuts down to “cash in” on COVID-19 
 
According to reporting from Politico, Mike Gula, a GOP fundraiser tied to both Rep. Scott Perry and Senator Pat 
Toomey, decided abruptly to shift his energies toward “another business outside politics,” he told clients in a 
March email. This unnamed business is Blue Flame Medical, which, according to their website, provides 
“healthcare logistics and medical supply to give doctors, healthcare systems, governments, first responders and 
citizens the tools they need to fight Covid-19 with the industry’s broadest product selection from hundreds of 
suppliers.” Gula’s firm, according to the Penn Capital-Star, was paid $29,236 in 2019, according to Federal 
Election Commission records. They received $27,875 from Senator Toomey’s re-election campaign.  
 
Conspiracy theory watch: Perry perpetuates China/WHO nonsense 
 
In a Tweet on April 15, Rep. Perry accused the World Health Organization of “botching” the COVID-19 
investigation in order to protect the Chinese Communist party and said Donald Trump was “spot on” for freezing 
funds to the WHO, a move by the president that received resounding criticism from around the globe. This 
despite the fact that American researchers at WHO headquarters sent “real-time information” to the Trump 
administration as it was discovered in late 2019.  
 
Among numerous laudable responses to the Tweet, a few stood out:  
 

 
 

https://twitter.com/RepScottPerry/status/1253448278022160390?s=20
https://bit.ly/2VZutBd
https://time.com/5824144/fauci-reopening-economy/
https://twitter.com/freedomcaucus/status/1251179388827242497
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/03/27/republican-fundraiser-company-coronavirus-152184
https://blueflamemedical.health/about-us/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/commentary/ex-gop-fundraiser-now-selling-coveted-covid-19-supplies-has-ties-to-two-pa-lawmakers-monday-morning-coffee/
https://www.fec.gov/data/disbursements/?data_type=processed&committee_id=C00510164&recipient_name=gula+graham&two_year_transaction_period=2020&min_date=01%2F01%2F2019&max_date=12%2F31%2F2020
https://www.fec.gov/data/disbursements/?data_type=processed&committee_id=C00510164&recipient_name=gula+graham&two_year_transaction_period=2020&min_date=01%2F01%2F2019&max_date=12%2F31%2F2020
https://twitter.com/RepScottPerry/status/1250498775631699968
https://time.com/5821122/who-funding-trump-covid19-coronavirus-china/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/americans-at-world-health-organization-transmitted-real-time-information-about-coronavirus-to-trump-administration/2020/04/19/951c77fa-818c-11ea-9040-68981f488eed_story.html


Perry’s seat still tops list of most vulnerable in Politics PA rankings update 
 
Eight months after their original evaluation of the Congressional vulnerability in August, PoliticsPA has kept PA-10 at 
the top of its list in the “Vulnerable” category. The report notes that despite “leading candidate” DePasquale’s 
fundraising deficit at the end of December, “observers expect [DePasquale] to have enough to be competitive, 
especially in a media market that isn’t too expensive.” Read the full report here.  
 

In closing …   
CRSU wishes everyone continued health and safety during this unprecedented crisis. Information about the disease itself 
and what is happening here in Pennsylvania is available from the Department of Health website. Lt. Governor John 
Fetterman offers useful and encouraging updates via Twitter. Both Governor Wolf and Secretary of Health Rachel Levine 
have also been providing daily information updates via press conferences also available on Twitter and Facebook Live. 
These sources can help offer the reassurance Pennsylvanians need at this trying time.  
 

Make sure you know what is being done in your name by our legislators.  
Read MoCTrack, because your legislators work for you! 

 
 

 

 

 
The PerryScope is a publication of Capital Region Stands Up  

Adapted from the weekly Pennsylvania MoCTrack report  
compiled by Elayne Baker, Gary Garb, Kathy Sikes & Kierstyn Piotrowski Zolfo 

https://www.politicspa.com/pennsylvania-congressional-vulnerability-april-2020-ratings/94190/
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx
https://twitter.com/JohnFetterman
https://pacast.com/live/doh
https://www.facebook.com/321indivisible/
https://pastandsup.org/
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